
d:\moderngov\data\agendaitemdocs\4\2\0\ai00016024\$za2cvzuv.doc 

 

COUNCIL 
 

Report Title 
 

Motion 2 in the name of Councillor Ingleby to be seconded by 
Councillor Smith 

Key Decision 
 

  Item No. 
 

Ward 
 

 

Contributors 
 

Chief Executive (Head of Business & Committee) 

Class 
 

Part 1  Date: February 22 2017 

 
Improving Cycling in Lewisham – Strategic focus on the A21,  
 
“One of the key findings of the 2015 Sustainable Development Select Committee Modern 
Roads Review was that cycling should play an important role in delivering a modern roads 
network for Lewisham in the 21st century.  Yet only 2% of journeys in Lewisham are made 
by bicycle at the moment – lower than comparable boroughs - because LBL lacks high 
quality cycle routes along any of its main distributor roads, and our one existing through 
route, the Waterlink Way, will not support or deliver greater numbers, especially at peak 
times.  
 
The report's recommendations included several promoting cycling in the borough, 
including: 
 
• That any future re-design of the Catford Gyratory (A205/A21) incorporates the 
needs of cyclists and pedestrians from the beginning of the process 
 
• That the Council considers the full range of different cycle-friendly road designs that 
radically improve the safety and environment for cyclists  including recently implemented 
exemplar junction schemes in other London boroughs. 
 
In the light of these recommendations, and of the acknowledged need to increase 
significantly cycling's modal share in Lewisham it is proposed that the council work on a 
plan with TfL for the development of a safe segregated cycle route through the borough 
along the A21, running from Downham to Deptford, connecting to the Cycle Superhighway 
4 on the A200 (and Quietway 1).   
 
This route will help to link up existing cycle routes through the borough to the east and 
west, such as the Waterlink Way, CS4 and LCN 22.  
 
 This single route would not only provide a fast and effective link for those cycling to 
central London, but would also better connect  the communities of Lewisham to its main 
town centres, as well as neighbouring boroughs of Greenwich, Southwark and Bromley. 
The consideration of the route will provide the strategic focus and backbone necessary for 
delivering a cycling vision for Lewisham, based on place-making. 
 
Given the Mayor of London’s recent promise to spend £770m on cycling initiatives, the 
Council asks the Mayor and Deputy Mayor to actively chase these opportunities for 
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funding and joint working with TfL to create the strategic A21 cycling artery that will drive 
the vision of Lewisham’s cycling offer to London.” 
 


